
'Kolping programs 
- a starting point for Selvarani's aspirational NEW HOME

Palaymkottai Kolping Region, is a town in the Tirunelveli district of Southern Tamil Nadu. Selvarani an 

active member of this region since 2004, has been longing for a better housing as the house they lived 

before was a old tiled, dilapidated structure with water seepage during rainy seasons. They lived in a 

constant fear of the house getting collapsed at any time.   

Anandraj, her husband is a operator in a private firm and earns Rs.9000/- a monthly  salary that is sufficient 

only to meet the day-to-day expenditures and the education of her 3 children. A trained tailor, Selvarani also 

contributes to the family income by stitching clothes for her neighbours. 

The house was not sufficient to accommodate 5 persons as it had only a hall, small kitchen, and a store 

room. All of them used to sleep in the hall which Selvarani felt awkward to share the hall with her 3 grown- 

up children – a daughter & 2 sons besides being the house was too old to live. Although Selvarani 

expressed her desire for a new home, her husband was not optimistic with the her idea of constructing a 

new house, as he felt it would be impossible to do it within the salary he gets. 

Today, Selvarani is a proud owner of a well built 

concrete house that stands testimony to the her 

leadership & financial management skills that 

she learnt as a member of Kolping family. 

While asked on the repayment of loans, she confidently said that she would complete the repayment in 

few years. This holds true, she has been regular in the repaying the loan and completed paying 1/3rd 

of the loan amount successfully.  

INDIA

Having knew of Kolping's support for house construction, Selvarani 

managed to draw & execute a detailed financial plan to mobilise 

resource from all possible sources. Selvarani’s husband was taken 

aback by his wife’s meticulous planning, all she got from various 

training that she attended. The savings she had with her Kolping 

family enabled to obtain group loan in addition to the money she 

got by pledging her gold jewels. The idea of reusing some of the 

materials from their old house has also brought down the cost on 

the new house to Rs.3,50,000. 

The Kolping Housing assistance that forms a considerable portion 

(15%) of the housing budget with a subsidy of Rs. 10,000 has 

motivated & built the confidence of Selvarani to courageously plan 

a cosy, new home. 

The Economics

Kolping Housing Loan -        50,000 

Kopling Group Loan -           50,000 

Pledged Jewellery -           2,00,000 

Manual Labour -                   50,000 

                                           3,50,000


